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•• %- rr- -*•<-/ -^^\^i^- */. .•*■/.* . c-«>. "■••'.■ ;-*.'/. -- * ..; .-.. *.- \-*; 

i^ * .>Q* f^fttlxary :? ^^r; l»n^tbe C»$/ Ambassador -»-^ ■6•M«•tic^^^^^; 
-' _'^Jterefcli^ef**f^ 

%\£*lbil* txxsmU** alone -to h4t^Cft«^f«1»r;^iv«>lltor^^il#^V>"^ "■- 

~* *■*:*<'■<•£ ■■ --v •>-^' i - -u" .-v.>" ' ^^-^'^^^ ; " :,% •' '~ % " > ->^ : -t*>ir- ?/;p ; • J ~ 

•*^;*v* tebessa«or?# ^eetopobile* vn c iwtJ«fd to stoft by ma individual \ > *j^ 
r v "* ' C«iressed *r a Oocal poli^a»^~Tfc* individsar asked «6* search^;.; ^« 




:«& produced * a»all bendyjfr* ordered the chacffeur *ot ' *d*9£& :^- 
^-/ > ^//.«B«r» r ra8dr--ia8N^at«X3r three' individuals dressed in civilian /^// 



/.*- 




abducticn. 



Cpcn-fceinc advised that the Ar£*ss*dor hid beer, abducted, • 
U.S. &iassy officials promptly notifies appropriate XfgHs. ..-"*•■■ 
authorities* In the reantir.e, three Snbassy officers and \ 
oee Foreign Service Ketional employee departed for the Kabul - 
Hotel arrivins Rinutes later • Dunne the course of the 
next several hours, a total of nine C.5. E&bassy officers 
*ould be present at the hotel. 

le^ediateiy after the arrival of the first V.S. fiabeesy 
officers, a ssall eroup of Afohar. police officials arrived 

to be eventually followed -by large nuriers cfAfchah police, 
saiitary and fire officials. Shortly thereafter four 
Soviets arrived, two of whor. were identified as officials 
of the Sovier Er^assy. 

Because of their acti -ties with the Afghan police on the 
scene, three of the Soviets were pressed to be police 
advisors. 




Repeated atterpts by Srbassy officials to eitatii^h emit act 
with the highest levels of th* Afghan G'everhreht v#re »et 
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-with negative results* rffoi^*<^ the pert off CSr* official* ; 



^Jsf*. 3>to Tgaifcf inf armktiaectMrto- the terrorist** deaaads • the SKA**'- /- * < ■• 

r * ;/ J^fU*' of- action. s*4*other: roieva&t ~circe**ta*cea pertaining «-**- * ; ~ 

V*^"- ** the ambassador f s abduction were, for the aosv part** - * - - * * '% /- # 

^^?\>^i3ttoeedV In spite of of t-repeated *.S-r ©&v*rnp*nt racfoeata* * ..> * v ., 

^^'r*>-~t*at^a^^ the// r \% 

%^> fc J^fc^lif^of Ambassador Bub*, AfgOan: e-nhoritie* prcp«y#tf f orT^dT^r- ; r > 
vfe ^-^r^f' -executed en asssalt ea'tfca.-rocai ia which the* A&hauadcr «v _*v-v i*- • * < 
• > ^^ymi bei»s held* * opoo'eRtariagr tt^Ktal/roo*v£<&*sirifi9" the >; i ; > 
r ;*tu* ' ^ >"*: -assault V Aseericao IXbassy of fleers 'discovered the' wounded, 

^ * JSf-aad perbap* dead body of Jftwucsi Adolph Sub** A fa* . 



v^,;^^^sanutesr latere Ar^u«tSor Dubi vu pronounced dead by .the- 






r Embassy medical officer*; 



v *- <---* -':/. *«, ~" "V,"-"* "•-y / 
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rr Zk tW irBsediete afteratfc'ot Ambassador Duba r death, the 
*C5. Department of State initiated an investigation into * 



pV-*t-- ** :* ~^"tbe circ«stences.of tbm incident. 

r,\^V :/ J --* It should ba noted that this investigation was severely* # : 
* w {" V -harpered by the unwillingness of Afghan police and security ; * 
'^ V~ ~* \~ officials to provide avan basic investigative data; Only 
*Y ** -* " jcarginal assistance vas 'provided during the entire in~ 
!--■- '-"'*..*. vesticatioc. tines of cowtur.i cation were reduced by the 
3**.,-/. Afghans to tha point that the Er£assy ha# nc recourse b*at 
•• --■ to s^bsit forctal dipZcsiatic notes in attempts to obtain 
v * % - ;_ information* vital to the investigation. / 

• * * 

- " * Tha follovine is a assRatior. of the significant firdings 
of the Oepartssent • a investigation ; # 

Background 

The U*S. Oepartsent of State had no indication of a possible 
tnreat or kidnsppinc plot directed acair.st A^bjssadcr Dubs * 
prior to the incident. The Ar«hassadcr did not normally 
have personal body guard protection while traveling in his 
vehicle. The Soviet Ambassador vas the only reriber of th^ 
Diplomatic Corps to consider bodyguard crotection necessary. 
The officia: vehicle in vhich #K .e A?£**s*£zr vas riding 
vas partially arnored and aff«* Jed a d*?ze~ of protection 
froes veapons fire. The Artbas ador's chauffeur had been 
instructed on defensive driving techniques v and as instructed , 
routinely varied his driving routes when transporting the 
Ambassador* 

rolloving the Ambassador's death, information vas obtained 
vhich# it valid, sheds so*e lignt on why the kidnapping 
of the Arias sador vas successful. On an eveninc apprcxinately 
three iRonths prior to the incident, the A?&b*ssador had 
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., ,-.g -V«t>3«y«d cacplet* ^ipJcwtic-lmuniti-VnttdAs-Mrti, detention!.; ; ■/; 




;f2 .-*"'*>CX # " «t«»4,«k«t; *ccojUi**r*xo- A«fc**«*dCT~ Dobs .• ' cb*cf i.ur, th*U ,* ~ 

-t^ vafcle}* witteu? Aadc*t&?;r Tfc* guiister »t»t«d tfc*» J^f gh«n ' ;- -^. 
5"^, :«*curit:fc'*«tJMKi ti«» h*S sontsttd .«o th« X.S. Bsb*»»/ . ; , - - • ' f' ^ . 

;-; -~*bi2e it as conceivable thatthe Anbassedcr's vehicle *ay^t^ ' % **J> 

h*ve been followed or* various occasions, neither the* , /j . t \ 

„ - / *" efcsaffeur nor security gu*rds employed with the 0«S* * # > ; ^,- * « 

- Eebessy have provided any indication that they *ere aware '. ♦„ 

- cf such activity. On no occasion durin? AsbasM&er.Dubs* * * ; T 
essign»ent to Kabul had the 3*A formally offered to provide 

. the Ambassador with a daily pclice escort, • ^.-/ / 

Locations 

The aita at which tot ass ad cr Dubs* vehicle was stopped by 
his abd-uctcrs is in a moderately travelled area located 
near the CS2CA American Center and adjacent to a umber of 
cccssercial establishments. The site is close to several 
Afghan Covemrent installations and is within sight of 
three locations where Afghan police are normally as*iGr.*i 
sentry duty. At the tire of the abduction, at least one 
police officer was standing directly across the street 
on duty in front of the nearby CSICA building. Civen 
the above circumstances, and the fact f at the chauffeur 
varied his routes daily while transpor *n.c the Ambassador, 
as abduction of this nature would appear to have entailed 
considerable risk. Nevertheless, the Ambassador's vehicle f 
was stopped and four sen, at least two of who» were arsed, 
entered the vehicle, and forced the chauffeur to drive to 
the Xeb3l Hotel. The abduction occurred with relative ease, 
and without any apparent interference fro& host country 
authorities. 



.:•*:: • : «•• .*•:.• ••: •% ••• .•• 
• • •• • # s : •• ■ . • j t • •* ■ • • 



S^^^^pC-":'v :••>.: - • P*;. ..... , , . 

F^ .:/"- 

Tbe kidiupper* "chose to h©« *br Ambassador -if* a , — . - 

2o»t#d oo the s*coad floor o* the Kabul -ftet^^ The — * - :^ ^ 

Stotatl isr^c^ess^cM-.c^iMC^M^^ tb*_d*y;of tte.ifteidoftt/'-r.--.:^^: 

> ! s*eor£ty -had ~*ftar i&cr*aa#d-doe&to the* residence' of ■ aa. 1 .x I^JA % *"?* 

v* off fieial Iraqi* delegation*- ?b*^roc» etiiisedby; the • ^<;n.^v 

* kidnappers hod * largertrifftdow- fronting tb*t street en4~pro—V f ~. ?* 

-^^ided a poor. *fnit^- She* choice o^-tfco-lio!»l^«d v v"<*^ 5 ^% : v^-v^ 

r.; particularly' a roer r wfiicfe*le*t the kidnappers open td>„^ ; ^ v y?* 

.anipar^ira free feaIcoiu«^ <Sir act ly.acrosir the;strektV~.- 1*; - -j: : C-v 

; ~belie**iibet* vw«? to that poxnv a* 'apparently :w*21~ ,;f r \K^ * : ^ £j 



Actios Tafren by C»S. ~Cov*rnyerr aad the PKA Paring ~tvent«V5 
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/ ' JmbaaaaAor* Cuba was- held hostage in ^oor: 117 'of the Kabul * ^ % ^ 
1 Rotai.f roe apprwsjaataly 0850 to 1230 hours en 'Tebnsary 14 , - : ■.--:'<: >.. ■ 
. -1»7*. the American £r<hsssy was alerted to the ab£oction at ■-■'.-i- £y 
" approriratelr ^**C hours and immediately requested assist«ce^-v 5* 
freer appropriate MIA authorities* Fursuent to the'official^ ^v/^ 
^ -policy of the U.S. Department of State, which Jclds heat 7 - % 
• country govemaents responsible for the protection of • • - ^/ 
Cr.i%d States dip2cr.atic personnel 9 the ISA assuasd control •' ,- " 
of the rescue operations ^K^rerous U.S. tehassy of f icialt : m ' * 
.t**?m dispatched to the scene both to provide assistajice to. -. 
.. the -Afghan authorities, and to insure that the action taken X* * c v* 
vaa in the best interest of securing the safe release of , .* 
the Ariassadcr* The Snbassy also alerted the Departaient --' • 
of State of the kidnapping — where a vcrhin; group vas - * ^ 
issediately established* During the events that fcl lowed, 
Americana at the hotel and elsewhere in Kabul were 
excluded fr» the decision staking processes, and their 
efforts to gain infornati on as to the terrorists* denands, 
the BWi plan of action and other relevant circumstances 
were for the ©est part unsuccessful* As revealed later in 
this docucentV stuch of the minimal information which was 
provided by the Security Forces has been found to be in- 
accurate; 
A- 
American officials present at the Erhassy , at the hotel , 
and at the Interior Ministry repeatedly urged that no action 
be taken which could endanger the life of Arbassa^or Dubs, 
and stressed the need for patient negotiation with the t . ^. 
terrorists . Th a i s a e aiens w a r s eftdorter* by i*i s tWipartzet t # *gr** 
off S t a t e j where effo r ts ware initiated fc r * > » <«-£ is;. a n:;, - ^ft^ 

a o ant a a edi s ml ew oe uatiei> waa aesJaJ . The ■ C- S* Government • s 
position was clearly understood by Afghan authorities and 
by Soviet officials in authority at the hotel.- reverthe* 
less 9 as noon approached, it becare clearly evident to the 
Aiaericans that the aecurity forces intended to assault the 
hotel roo«5 where the Ambassador was being held* Repeated 
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sigj^v .-<> ^ ; «-f^^*i---i^> v :■-■ ■ • - ^ h>x- •*->* v-%- ■:/?'.} 



/efforts by the^toericsas t«> dissuade the authorities frc» < 
j&akine tiii* eo?rpe£of ^trUoc^s;e?e uftsocc#«sful^*nd,xv<vesl*6 







^z^mnUtry^tfce;*^ 

-^^isits^ tl^ 
***** " " " - — - - -- — -*. .. . . -- "^y.^^f^Sf-'i?^- 

^j&gUthe" SU 4 s plan of ,. ecttor and other-relevant information. - *X f *i r w *' 
J^i^Mone^poiait ^ : ^ 

«i**Af«h«* ofSttia£ believed in charge of the operatic*/ ' — ^ ^ *^>^ v 
^;^*ft»«*«t o* PoUc*. Sayee^*od"T»*oa:,. informed thr < ^ -j^>v^' 
£-i>o senior V~$s Jtoassr crffieial -that the tm had no intention ?r* 'rM^^ 



^S^wts. fro* deci^iin* «^stor* the roto^te'^it^t/t»^:f '^ 



^^^©f, breekiag* into the roc^ toy foree end thereby pos sibiy* V '^r^'f^x 
^\>"-*#«ardi*iiiG ehe* -safety of the Achasa***? -v n Sieilar iftftt: 



sopardizing the- safety of the Ambassador* Sisdlar easttra»cesJ^V ^r^ 



were given the ewe Eefcassy official by fieputy foreign ^t.^*^' r /^ ; 



^r^^Wftl«ter>lfcafeJSdMeDeejDO»I»-^ --*- 



^ ,. -*%Jit 1258 hours security forces of the BRA, without prior "V/ 
'.Vffri.-cQMttltetio&trftfe qr approval of B.S. Eabaeey offioitle 

,. re?ardia^ their inte^tfed plan of action, initiated an assault 
; ^T'of Itoor* 11?, Afferica^ officers present at the seer.e initially 
* /~ heart a loud thud as the door to the row *as forced opea ./, 
/; followed by izxediate hesvy gunfire free both inside and '-/ ' 
outside of the hotel. The concentrated fire lasted . ' 
approxirately 40 seconds and stopped. The fire from 
snipers petitioned across the street continued for 
several seconds until authorities at the hotel aotioned 
then to stOR^ftMcsents after the faring ceased f American 
officials including a physician and stretcher bearers 
started toward the roes, at which tiw? a few rore shots l 
were heard froa* within* The Americans stopped rcsentarily 
and were then waved on by nenbers of the Afghan security 
forces into 9oss> 11?. Inside, the Americans found the 
unconscious and perhaps desd body of Ambassador Dubs. 
IfT^ediately fcllcvins the incident, an American officer 
was inferred by a police official that the attack hsd been 
launched imediately after a gunshot was first heard 
froca within the rooR. Kc Aaerieans present at the *z*nm 
reoessbered hearing any gunfire until after the assault 
was initiated by the Afghan authorities* 





^ff^lV following th» Aris^ss a der's death, the S.Sr'Ey bisyy 
sdbwitt ^ ^ *f;f!^-">»^ -ste ts""tr» r^A .recgest^na a n official 
report on the kidnapping ani osatn o: Ar^fcsficcr'^'jbs . In- 
cluded in the note was • specific r^suest for an explanation 
of the circumstances leading to the decision to asssult the 
roon in which the Ambassador was held. 
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:Of the Aabessa^** death u** provided to. 



-*b*1M. 



Erbass? on February ??>: 197», 
;>^ ■ v >tWt r - the". Afghan, *bUbr£&4J> *tt« 
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Thi* account state* 

..,. ^ v t«pt*£~to piny; a waiting gare 

^^V~ J-^tk-the^er^ 

^ *i^<* , ""the/release # fro^ piflsorrrOf ait .iMiv^uel-wh© was not ir* the' 
^«^IU f * custo^ . 

-2^ reportedly had *atr ffts3*roB* n d*a&Unes for, -their ^icw^' : .tc.^;'-;/T 
^- be wt r and the*3WThed"beejr.able. to negotiate ioeev^tinr / ,f ' 
^.N.^^txterjioRt^ftey^ ttltir-atus: ;: 

'.*■£*>* .;..£ '^ftsa2l^'#iqpireSt -'W^'zit: w*e >tb«ref ore necessary to iseke an, ■■'•.': **■ f 
*,V*:ii©edie?*r attempt to- save ; the;"Affbas$edor fro»~ whAt^other- v v^ 
V ; wise would have bean^certain" death by the persons who -held v v 
*^^*hiB captive.* According totht report/ at 1225 boors; . V. *; 
— ":aecvrity forces were fc inf onaed by the terrorists* the;- if * * 
" \~the derands were? not' tte*-vitftin 1C ninutes' they would kill/ V : . 
; " ^thc Ap&assador. .J- After .another unsuccessful attest te * J 
.;* -V«xicn&. the tiae li*it* the report concludes, the security ' "V 
\ "forces took action in order to save the Ambassador's life* v ' 
' They clein that coincident with this decision to act* the ... 
* sound of gunfire was. heard within the row • 

^ Yet the ease SRA report as veil as eyewitness testimony. 
- :of numerous r.S. Erbassy officials revetls that the 
- security forces intended forced action well before the 
* -alleoed final ultiratur by the terrorists • r The OFA*s 
account states that between C320 zn& IOCS hours* the 
\ Arserican Csiassy was •contacted* and requested tc send a 
representative to act as an ihterpreter and corvey the 
government's assault intentions to the Ambassador. The 
report states the £rJbassy*s representative arrived iisr.ediately 
and was told to tell the Ambassador in G*zzan to get out 
of the beirocct area on the excuse of ?oin? to the bathroom, 
and, if this was not possible, to lie dcw^. on the floor 
preteniinc to faint. According to the £evernfftent f a report, 
after initial verbal contact was established, the terrorists 
refused to allow further cenversation. The fact that the 
official report claims that as early as Sf3S' ■• IOCS horirs, 
the q over nrer.t sought to warn Arbassadcr Dubs of an irriinent 
assault points to a rovernrent decision soon after the 
kidnapping to storx the roon. 

/WA't variance with the official report is the testimony of __ 
I African of ficers at the hotel, ^-rhe Embassy officer ^ ^ 
re^uesjted to speak with the Ambassador had been present -~ 
at the hotel since 09C0 hours. The security fo^c^es did not 
ask the off icer to speak with the Asiba^sador until much 
later, at approximately 114C hours, and the conversation ^ 
did not actually occur until 11SC hours. The Drbsssy ^ 
officer, rather than deliver the alert irsnediately to the 
A^bissador, asked for a conference with the police since 
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rr ;£ r security f orces^i fltegd r d ^ tcr stersr the. robust:, about 11401 ^^>^f>*-^ j& 
r^n%e«*:J49m t!M >-^v^ <^ ^ ?>/ 




,Aai£«dcw^*ef;:j*x*^U7l^^^ >; -^ -, ,-> w v. ^ 

rj>; terrorists.- »4s ^«ata pointr^tor-sn^^M-ljr 4#ci»ion to-.C A/-}V^->'"V. K := 
:^V^°^^"*^ w^ at approximately *U 2^ :r *zffi :. % 

Jh^Cr boggs that ' Amer Jean*- c&sa rved.. the Af shaft -police swring - ' *^>^l**'*?~'i* 
^^Zadders-eoainst-'the outside of- tte bote* r-is-soeh "af way; that'V *^:- ''*'■'' % : 
u^^thmtmrroriBt^ eouXd'not^faiV^to see*tbe action/" Also at : /• 7 ^ '- v 3t 
~>^t>:thi*\t£M* 'Jtoerieaas- 'observed- Afghan saHtary- troop* rushing T ^ * - .*. s ^ 
v^i^^o^tfce^ JUT^cockino their ^weapons as v ,> . '■■■'•.; -•. ;>< 

"r f -Zr"- ■> '-■■'■■I : : -^•--V^v\ .-.-.v.— -.-;-.,, .'-.;. r_ -.->:.-^- . ,■ . ■■■■:- --••*.,v> 1>;> ., ^ 

- -.:% ^Additional testiswiy fron" American eyewitnesses reveal * >; >T ; , .-. r . ' ^ 

•i-^tbat, at approximately 126ft hours, police requested that ' . ,v r ' £ 

" :** I * American radical personnel and stretcher bearers be placed - *".' .• . v - ■■ sj 

*^' f in readiness. At 1210 hours American personnel were told v^ j * 

" thar a decision had been rade to assault the roces under ^ , > v ^ '- 

orders' frees the "Prism Kinister*. At approximately 1245 : v; -' * ; # D 1 

hoorsr it becare clear that security of Ciciais had re* -•< — ,• «* ^^ 

^ :. ceived final orders to assault the roo»« Cne specially 

arnored policeman lay prone en the floor pointing his 

weapon tt the door , while ethers stood behind and beside 

hir . St&p*t* were observed being positioned on balconies 

located directly across the street fron the rocfu Shortly 

before 1250 hours f the Afghan authbritie* instructed ail 

non-participsnts to take positions of safety « and at 1253 

hours, Afghan authorities initiated the assault on the 

roca. 

^m~ ?ol% cf Ssviet Of ficials Ouring Xver.ts Preceding the 

ASassador's Sea^h 

U.S. Gtbassy off icers observed four Soviets .acting' in the 
capacity of advisors to the Afghan security forces during 
the events at the Kabul Hotel The Soviets were observed 
in repeated discussicns with Afghan authorities at the hotel 
and appeared to be f rtquently consulted. American officials 
for the aost part were excluded fro© these discussions* 



V: 
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officer cib*«hwiian^ c«*i*dto to 

r^^fieisl^itiar t** of*ic*^of - the Afohao officii 

j^j to ** in* char?*, of the* cpor*£io». ^Police Ccwanda 

**/>ttiis otewvmtioft-.eecrwnro^^UJOrtJy *fw ttoww 

^Axgfcsit authorities or^# >OMtl^oo^» l^ hms* 

"SS^that'th*- Soviet was p^biblif in the cwp«i*'«tl 

^vK>Twc^ rf r *!* ^kwets fm^ *at;th*r Hotel ' Kabul* h* 
-V * observed by A3er icaa of f icerm arr ivino with cw 
^v^the contents of which* could not clearly be estab 
X - V' Cce or the Soviet* present »tJtlJV hotel w *r~ 
^- >»bassy< of ficeri' «* a security^cf f icial of the 
^i^Ctofsy in Kabul^ toother «at .subsequently ide? 
r,--W; f rc » iiKfctoerephe as being also* or* the Soviet di? 
I : ■>• ' v? list~«> The identities of the" other Soviet* presc 
'^-hotel'and etthe Police Cowandant's of fice have 
™ "detewaed^ V"^>* " " : \ v ~' \ . 

^* Win? the event* at the Kabul Fctel. C.s/ Zsbas 

-' -;^^''.'wrte it clear to the Soviets present that the V. 

v \ Govertc?er.t desired that no precipitous action** 

* fiicht endanger the life of Ambassador t>;bs. Res 

- S ■■""' negotiation with the terrorists were repeatedly 

> • * Anericans. These requests as to a course of act 

. \ clearly understood by the Soviet officials and i 

agreed with. 

/ 5one of the Soviets were observed participetiht 
actual assault or. the hotel rocs. The Soviets ] 

however, observed tafcinc an operational role }u 
and dMTlTM the assault. One .Soviet was observe 
an Afohan security official with the loading of 
another Soviet was observed .providing an Afghan 
with what appeared to be a snail projectile, an 
Soviets were observed positioning snipers on ha 
across the street froo the hotel rooss. The .lat 
were also observed later -oof ichihg the snipers 
fire following 40 seconds of intensive gunfire 
hotel rooK. 

The DM' hss specifically denied any particieat 
jL^part of Soviet *ivi>*/z* during the events lead 
Ambassador's death. 



-j^i^ *>* ■■■** foully s^te* tr^at it;,n»£jai£i 
t*e :decxsions;:Qf- Afgha n -auihdflUfgs;. at swing 
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of Sovier representatives at . the- hottl bet *ile9ed* v t ^^1 ^ 




>tht period. i^wfiio* -ambassador Debs *es held hosts?*,' 
^^g*^ : a«S!K^^es/j^^ 

jJr^cffici*3jrof de-^nd* iapoeed'by the kidnappers,/ At ^u^ 
g£g^pproftint*Xy^3e»~l^^ at the hot#l^lr 

^«^iafor»etf;/!wA*^ *oviet r *f ficiar 1 that -the-- ^;- * 




Ss^ffcidB appara — e r r ds*andi*qKl*e return of one of tttir. 4 * "- **?'*:*• 
£"*2f«erades captured earlier 1 at the. hotel "by security •whoritiitsw^f,^* 
i^Th# Jtidsappers- reportedly Bade this* ieutf a* * preliminary /; 6 " ^/V^ 
■£C?ceoditi» to esy further discussions* Shortly after 1200 — ^-v— ^'* 
hctfrs, the %v+ Soviet! of ficiel informed American officers' # > : - V" " 



>*;that the Afghan authorities were working under tioe - 
^■^constraints impose J by the kidnappers; the original aooo ^ * r 
•--'deadline had expired; end that the police believed they 5 ' - : 
* /^ had an extension until 1300 hours* Inforcatio*. acr^*« */- ■:''>*": 
>^the r.S. tohassy shertly after the Ambassador's abduction . ~ 

- revealed the kidnappers had dessnded the release of three 
^prisoners nss»ed •KAHEI, HAJJ». and TMUffX/ The is* 

f creation suggests that the desands when presented to the 

CRA G overnmen t were rejected. 

' * ^:;> ^v,^ .-: : ^ X ;*f 

Apoxijsately two hours after the Ambassador's death . 

Afghanistan's Foreign Minister/Deputy Pri^e Minister, 

stated at the airport to verier* of the diplomatic corps 

that the J^bassador ' a abductors had demanded the release 

of three prisoners* The Minister did hot -nana' these 

individuals, but stated that they could not be locate* . 

Later in the sare day , however # 'Afghan r adi o and press 

accounts contradicted the Foreign Minis tar * s account by 

statinc that the terrorists had demanded the release of 

one individual, nased 'Bahruddin BAHES*/ who the authorities 

could not locate . This alleged demand for the release 

of fBAESS* was reiterated in statements »ade to western 

journalists by the Coarandant of Police .Two days later , t 

on February 16, 19? 9, the Afghan Fcreign Minister 

in contradiction of his earlier airport statement', publicly 

stated that the terrorists had only demanded the release 

fro» prison of just one person, SahruddinBAHSS . 

The fcaA's of f icial repcrt on the death of Ambassador Dubs 
provided to the C.S. triassy on February 2 T. 197* alto 
states that the terrorists demanded the release of oust 
one person , Bahruddin BAHSS . The report ciai&s that BAK2S 
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C "■•■■■■ ■ ,. .' : ^. : V^" : : ^ ;•* ^V -I'-r^'r^^^-'^^'r^V'^ Vn"<S^^>^?- : ' 

wtruot ia the V^^ra^«t** wttpe^an* «nl^ 
located* ; The report further states tter tk«-,t«^«rt«t4t * . *.£: 
Iw^isftafclishe* deadl&e* for.BAHES* releeseit 0»30, IClffr 
v 110© «d4 f iaally J230 ho*r*^ Tbe report p«ktft -no /pension of 
g aw M tid i ^ f or-ther; release, if: wy ctfctr i^?j^^l>r^. ; v^^^ 

Severed *> 

-representatives obtained ^further information fror an of ficis 
-"ot tto t»;«ow«?!t^t' ta'tte tff ect^ that the Ar&assador%^ 
A *idnsgpera /he! demand s ^ the* release* of three, prisoners*. ~. c ~ v; 
:aMT:Artr **te»C or the dtrasaU; actually *sade of the ORA* *^ 
'3«wr»«rtr fc^^ti*. tMrvrista toiytt t& be;aftswered*v ..U^- ^ 

X- ■'*'"■■ * ** -'' ..■" V..* .'*""' ■;■■"■-■-■ ■ ■-■■ *" " y--' ■-■ '"':, ... «- .. .'"■...■ . .' r V^ 

: gtaRber of Terrorists and Circumstances Surrounding Deaths -* ~ : 



^Evidence available* to the Department of State reveals the . 
;A»bassadcr was abducted fay four individuals cf probable* ■••"- 
rAfchas nationality. Further evidence reveals that only - ^ 
- three terrorists were observed at being killed or captured • -*- 
by the Afghan authorities at tlw Kabul Hotel* * v 

"The pRA'a account of the death of Ambassador Dubs states * * - 
that following the assault /Afghan security forces found 
the body of the Ambassador, the bodies of three terrorists $ ' 

"and a fourth, terrorist, who was still firing his weapon 
in Rcos: 117. The fourth terrorist was allecedly weur-dei 
a«d captured by the Afghan authorities. Acccrdin? to the - 
CRA report, •fca was taken to the hospital Bni the doctors 
tried to treat his in order that the true facts night be 
deternined.* The report states that 'this earnest effort 
was fruitless ar.d, thus, the last person of this criminal 
terrorist band died** 

Eyewitness testimony of American officials present at the 
Hotel differs, however. Arerican officers vho entered Roora 
117 fjorents after the shooting observed only two terrorists, 
both of wher appeared dead. An American officer, who 
rerained cutside the door to Roon 117 mrediately : . following 
the -asrau'lt' observed only two bodies other than the 
Arbai**dor's removed by security forces, the te«tirony 
of numerous C.S. Sriasfy officials present at the hotel 
revesls that one ether apparent rerber of the terrorist 
group was removed alive and relatively <zrj?.&zv&£ f re© the 
hotel/ This "gmxson. had been captured oh the first floor 
of the hotel as early a$03C3 hours and hid been held in 
continuous custody of ths Afghan authorities. The aatn had 
been observed being escorted to the second floor to speak 
through the door of Room 117 to his ccrtrades but was never 
persisted' entry into the room* During the assault, the 
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Two o£" the bod** r. were- the^ subjects observed* t&h«7t teen 
slai* inside *oo» 1XT. ^Tb* third wi that of the subject 
r ciptunt*/.tht twC authorities at the hotel and who had 
beea- lest seen 'alive i*en removed freer the* hotels The ; 
fourth individual could not-be identified , end the U.S. ■ : - ^ ^ 
Ccvemr*?» cannot confirm the BJtA's cl air. of this individuals^,, 
culpability. : v /.\ :* ■_**,.■ i '.: .-:,.*..;•:. > :.-: "_;,;-.V : ■-- ,;,■■■■; . •;> "i/4**»w» 

An investigation conducted by the C.sl Government ha* not 
detersined the existence cf additional accomplices or 
conspirators, * The DRA has provided no evidence that any 
'effort .on their part has been Bade to locate or identify . 
others whe j»ay have been involved. 

Identi^ and Affiliation of the Terrorists * " 

The. 'report of the death of Ambassador Dubs^prcvided by 
the DBA does not identify the terrorists .^Officials of 
the 23A 6cverw»ent have siRply stated that inasmuch as 
all the terrorists were killed, their identities , could 
hot be determined. The 0RA 9 s account icplies that the 
terrorists were affiliated with the individual whose 
release was defended froa prison, Bahrudixn BABES. They 
have described BAHES as a terrorist, bandit, extreme 
leftist and adventurist. Ho political or religious 
affiliations were ascribed to BAKES. 

The investigation conducted by the Department of State 

has not been able to detemine the identities of the f 

Ambassador's abductors. The investigation has also failed 

to obtain any evidence to support the contention that the x. , 

terrorists had in fact demanded BABES '..release frco rK ^ 

prison. As previously noted, the U.S. Government has 

obtained testimony which reveals the terrorists 9 . d«raands 

were for the release of three individuals nascd VXHEZ, 

MAJXO, and rAIZAXX. It is noted, however, that the 
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mm •»BU»«:i^*i»iJ«^^«^lMtt?»aj«^c««ld ; possibly b»; ; 
the -*mri»&ri&QMZ ; "- A ; j»f i o«urtac* c awaiHMo *o* th*. o**. «•':»' 

diff«r«&t-pe?i^.:0£rjroic^p^ 
Ft«WM»c«~*^p6e*«ii^tJs**w»iiMa^ . . , „ 

:t*rrara«ts::cwtiftetnN*«dfUi»ij^ : v -:-' - v -^r 

r«i9g»«Ufe.th* t t^ ~rele*t»£fxcfc .prlaonr ot ;sevejr»l f of5 those-!*- ■ vV& 't 

&£■■:■ -i^.rtV?^ V- v- ^ ~ : ^ ^ ^V* - ■ >"~ -? 1 / *' . -' > -A ^ r -- •*. 

• ?o date, w» l«rrorx»t;oc5«»ftr«idn i or."5i«*4^nt group hat- * 
ecae f oxvard to clair. responsibility, for.ihe kidnapping • v 
NWd'WUlsa of Aabesaedor Dubs. 'Tbia 'in itself is-cauMal' 
-sine* no** terrorist organisation* utuwr to gain ' -"" * 
pobiieity about. tbe»*elves. - v >."~> ir -'*' • --,. •»: ,v;,-- * \ .- .... 
r ^.^>^^H-^^^^ •.- : ='. w 

-"■ .^ ,.:"..v--;'C *-- "— -*-• • *•".:•' ~; ■ '-■ -■ ■ ' '-. •*■.'.*' 
■ ^*3x»*_AIleeedlv' Possessed by the ftrrarUu -' •' • " * " "' / * * " j 
Ctuw ot *r.aassacor auos- paatn As bete-rained by Autopsy » : .'»/•" 

Zyewitr.e*S testisroy obtained by the U.S. Goverisnent"" • " , •'." 
reveaia that when the Ambassador was kidnapped in his car, 
the terrorists possessed at least two handguns. U.S. 
£abassy of f ieers at the Kabul Hotel wero unable tc observe 
any weapons which ray have been in the terrorists' 
possession, although an Embassy officer saw a brass- 
colored handgun being rawaved frcs the roosi. 

The Dift'i official account of Ambassador Dubs' death 
reports the following arns found in the possession of 
the terrorists inside Boon 11?. 

a. A Machine gun (CKH) without any marks. 

b. A hard grenade tt36M). 

c. A pistol (oousekiller) 777272 Star, with 10 projectiles. 

d. A pistol (caliber 7.«Sw»j vitn *ix projectiles. 

Autopsy and forensic exa ^nations performed by sgencia* of 
the C.S. Government point to a discrepancy. The tabasa-jdor 
died as a result of at least 10 wounds inflicted by si»sll • 
caliber weapons. Two of the chest wounds were the result 
of bullets fired fror the sa.«*e .25 caliber weapon. Cr.e 
wound to the right side of the htsi, three wounds to the 
left side of the head and one wound to the left hand were 
the result of bullets fired from a .22 caliber weapon. At 
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^eest~scs*e.; : ir notfailyiof ^h^j .2^ «libe5 ^w»d* were fire* 
Tip* t6r weir utapcw /:«d~e«ocieted^ ponder, burns reveal the ;. , 
; ¥9c$3*rva* firee.toree*: point blank' ttf threat inches in ranged: 
^IHe Ambassador- elscr sftst aihed~one g\m*hot wound to the right : 
S5fore*r*^end two gunshot wounds 'to* the right werist ca«»ed^ ; .^eV 
febsr aw>I^IiberVweapoMr>'.po» sibly r either a .22 or a -35*:- V- 
^y-eelibeSv^JThc CeS^Go^rnaent ha*-'det en&ined" that no « — \s£> 
££&fcilet*< recovered item the Aabaftsador/r body were capable-^ 
fctir^S5;ii»iti!» *he weapon- identif led by ' the SR* as i'.v^r 
Suisse* HCe2*b**f~:7*«iaR J • • * Furthermore , the weapon /V >C. 
^identified as^ttaftd^r^na^- <««K) ifcf Jict^rd up wounds to : ^; 
;£tfte v *sbass*dor .~sTfce tt.SC Cowrn*e:?t has deterRined that -^ 
S'thc weacoi;. identif ied ^' the'DKk as a •pistol (r^seXillerF* 
^T»t272^staxr- lire* . 25 caliber bullets. Rifling impressions 
^¥f^rh^thxyveaj>o?r"prodaceS are consistent with these found; . 
^os^ehe •IS "caliber bullets reeoved frcr. the Ahtotsador. *?\ 
^he-C.S r Sovemnent has be en unable to identify as a .22 r -\ • 
^caliber' weapon orythe caliber of the regaining weapon ' - * ~~S 
identified by. the BRA as a •mechinegun (CXH1 without \ 

+m** *m- ~~^r -••> ^ -. "■*- .,:•"*■ ' ' ... . -- v ■* * :..' 

■*~* m +&*r*--*ji. *** T^ — . f • ^ ■'■■*. - *"^ i 

•f^ *- ¥ ~*-~ - «^« ..■- ■ - _ .. ■ ». -■ .,-*.- 

^..The ©lA f » report implies that all wounds sustained by the 
IT-tobassador were caused by weapons fired by the terrorists. 
'-Their- account* states that prior to assaulting Roe* 117 the. 
liBCmA of «jg«nf*r* was f^eard Iron within the rocn. American 
"officers standing approximately thirty feet away reported 
".'hearing gunshots only after the door to Roor 11? was forced 
r open by Afghan security forces. noteworthy is the fact 
that none of the assaulting forces appeared to have 
received any injuries, and Arericens observed no evidence 
* of rounds impacting in the hallway outside of Room 117. 
Evidence cf numerous apparent bullet penetrations were, 
however, observed ir.sz.ie the rocn on the wall directly 
behind the area where the Ambassador was found slain* 
Testimony free American officials reveal that upon the 
. termination of the initial 40 seconds of intense gunfire, 
security forces entered the roce and several wore gunshots 
were heard. 

Approximately seven hours after the Ambassador's death, 

U.S. Embassy officers were invited by the Afghan Government 
to view the bodies of four cales :orported to be the 
terrorists as well as the weapons found inside Rocs 117. 
Following the viewing of the bodies, Zriassy officials 
asked to extxir.e the weapons er.i the clothing of the 
dead sen but were informed that a request would have to 
be submitted to the •Rriire Ministry*, 
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*~ ^.S1; fe&rssr ff»qae»t»Tttae to th« Afghar. Cov«na»gr.t Tollcwing , .' < ^.*' 
;• •' ta« A»**s*«dpr'> D*Mfc .vatfv', >;.!.w»:j w ..-.-..:.:. „ ... .«--■■;■■■• T- 

; :subsew»t?"tV t^ 'the , t ^-^v^ *■ * 

£ fcsbaesy should addrs>«r **a£,£ on&ai* inquiries thrcbgb * t»fe f v» ■ V ;'v * * ; 
--r"?riJD# Xfrastx^T tbe.B*S. Gowerreant of £ icielly Requested-, v .'^r .'■;. 
^^^ou3JC-tbe^orei9n.|lini*txy -that: th* D*A -snderteke *' ^. >^ fj;/ V 
v:ii serf c^f>'A^^tlioro^h ^Iftort -to to lly clarify th* ojrc-^H-" * r. V > * J 
'*- stance?- of th**lttfcessador*s <deetb„ AX'S.aiuay diplomatic r „ : 
;> ;not* suicwtted to the DBA »-Fehru*ry.l8, requested •""♦■^; / V >' ■'--; 
: >c^>y*cf #-faroal police report-c^-the incident, firm , . ;.'."*.. 
vVidsniificatioir of sfcer.tterotXsxsY. ar. explanation cf the . -^ 
Vdrc^stsnce* leading* to the- decision to stone the hotel 
vTroor. > complete ballistics 'report on the weapons found in ' r~ 
ivtha room* 'en autopsy report and- forensic xnf onsatioit on the V~ 
^-slaiii- terrorists. .,^1. .- %:;'!>.-.•'•■ - . ' ; - *.-_ J ".v v *. >\- 

r ^rX £ar*i*ter, on Fetroary 19 # 1979 # U.S. mbsssy officials 
%'also verbally revested permission frcsr the Afehan 
V/CcRcandant of Pclice to exasiine the vtMpor*. The Cotsaandant 

advised the officials that a diplorstic request to the 
'.Foreign* Kinxstry vould be required. 

, On Febrsery 26. 29^9 the U.S. Er&e&sy submitted a second 
diplomat tc note requesting pennission for American officials 
to view and photograph the weapons possessed by the abductors 
of Asbassador D\ibs. 

On February 27, 1979 the DM furnished their official 
report. In addition to the discrepancies regarding the 
Afghans 4 actions at the hotel, and the terrorists 1 demands, 
identity r affiliation, n^aaber, weapons and circumstances 
of death, the report provided no ballistics information, no 
* autopsy reports, no forensic information nor any identif- 
ication of the terrorists. The report i?.inir.ised the role 
of the U.S. SRbassy and itSs enployees at the hotel, and 
?.akes no mention of the Soviets involved in the incident. 
The report did not identify who- wrote it but it appeared 
to have been written by the Police COKtandafcC. It was 
transaitted to the Embassy by the Foreign > mis try . 

On February 28, 1979, the U.S. ErJt>assy submitted a third 
diplomatic note reiterating the xeqvzst* for the 
identification of the terrorists, the ccnolete ballistics 
reports of their weapons, and autopsy reports with 
forensic information. The request also asked ths n**e 
and position of the official vho prepared the official 
MA report. .The. Dim's response was simply that all inforw 
ation which security authorities could obtain had been 
included in their official report forwarded by the Cce*and*nt 
of the Kabul Police. 




r$i ^ aabul> Jf otel * : iitcli 
A»Nii sertoaba^haadfc^ 'thm-pa* granted this 






'-' ^tfc* hotel xcc* h*i f be«nr rerovad, a»*;Tepeir* ti^hifi^w^:^ 
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* of the Arw- It5t froo the terrorists together with, : •; *Z£g\ 
information th*C>onctrft#d^»#cur4ty authorities .** /" ^ M 
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^?i ^Dnr April lg/l97yth^D,&: gg^sty submitted A fourth , 

:> W evidence as well a* permission to photograph oil four , 
~;?VV weapons.'- The M* Deputy roreign Minister, to Vice the ,/?■ 
^~ note was "presented, informed C.S. officials that on the - 
ts>-;- night oTthe tweedy the C.S. Eabassyhad been given the ' 
"-% -' . opportunity to exaaine and photograph the weapons, Tho 
- Deputy foreign Minister advised that it was the fault 
of the U.S. Eabassy for failing to take advantage of thxs 
. opportunity «hen it. had been presented • 

Cn AprU~24, 1979, the Afghan Deputy ?ri»e Minister/roreign 
Minister informed U.S. febessy officials that he had given 
* specific orders en February 14 that the Anericans ware to 
be permitted to view and photograph the weapons . lihen 
informed that V.S. Embassy officers had attempted on that 
day to do so but were refused by DSA officials, jjhe 
Deputy Prirse Minister provided no explanation. {Ecwever, 
he^acssented that with the elapse of tise, it sdght rjsw be 
diffiruTF"l ir r ^?Trf *r the e xact weapor.s_sinca-theynad 
probably been thj:o<^int6^r^o*^cjas,nj>f hundreds' of 
weapons soi aed -frog^terrorists over recenrTtenths- 

r vi *r -n- ~ r t^w^y officials raisgd *hau» 
-~mm+i*»+ ** ^ a ?? %, T It^Y *> f ygps^tt to tnc cissy's 
repeater requests to examine the weapons tor p*l+i»i*gz 
evidence with the Afehari** Second Deputy Foreign Kinist 
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ter, 



The Minister was informed that this rarest had been con- 
veyed .in several diplomatic notes, none of which produced 
results- The Minister replied that the Deputy Foreign 
Mlnifter was already on record b% having offered the U.S. 
Btoassy an opportunity to view the weapons on the evening 
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«•* cb thie date. : the*" ^- ■■"'£; <-^ ^-** 
Jlini star ^ fUtri that since^his - qa mi rimW L **& c^gecort^ /* ^^ . 
t; a* provi*in^ the opportunity, itm ^J^^ImI^ of tb«- ^%<r^*^^ 
^W»:«wr»wt te •ov ; **ki»fr advantage. of ,- it>::«*- ; ->^ ' ., -v 
- Aftfbaa Coverw**w thaJtUieter^etatad . recerdad thfMttet •>. 

;:~ Osrjsbe *, . iyy* tb* CS. X*ba*sy sOnittad enotW^plcwUc ^ 
^^I^oie sirmaririny^thec result* $fc Utt aforementioned autopsy. 7 / v 
^>eai r *crs«aie eaas^^ 
r^cT^Iarxfy- the ftilouin? ?e**tioMr%%^ -* 
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was. a «2a~eaiiber «eapoc\ found at the' scene?" 



■^■4.* 
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„* b. '" If such a ^weapon was found, when may we eyarir.e:.it7: 



"7/ c« ^Can the Af gban Government account for the fatal' ..;■ 
-V *r;V V" wounds., which our investigation shows vara fired 
% ^* ^ - - --. : r : f ro* a- .3? -caliber vaapoaT ^- r 

As of the date of this report.* the DM has not responded "_v 
to tha June 9 e 197$ diplomatic note, has not allowed V\S. 
officials to examine the weapons, and has not provided 
any further identification or ballistics evidence concerning 
the weapons. 

U.S. Embassy officials have held repeated discussions with ' 
D3A authorities in %n effort to clarify the circumstances 
of the Ambassador's death and the serious inaccuracies 
and discrepancies in the DRA reports. The results cf 
these discussions have been entirely unproductive. 



# 



Conclusion 

The Afghan Government to date has refused to cooperate 
vith U.S. Governrvent efforts to clarify the carcunstances 
of Ambassador Dubs* death. The account of the Ar,bassadcr f s 
death as provided by the ^A\ is incomplete, misleading, and 
inaccurate. Sone of the act jns taken by c?A authorities 
fririn? the events preceding ihe Arb^ssedor's death tray be 
attributed to Afghan inexperience in handling kidnapping 
incidents. Bcvever, sufficienr e-.'id£nce h^s been obtained 
to establish serious misrepresentation or suppression of the 
truth by the government. Consequently, the following - * • 
significant questions surrounding the circumstances of 
Ambassador Dubs 9 death zea*iT> unanswered: 
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^rxr^-C^ «V^Wi©: fixed' tbrwpcw %hieh xtnkiA ih tbir - ; r^£~^ 
?^^^^-V^y^y 'te t>> »t*d o r *»; d»«th,..»<Mei«IXy the aaidegUfied-' % ,t.w 
;><->>>,:-:: *>V. 22 caliber waapen? «hr ha* the MW. x«f omrS to : ;: < ; *j . : - 

^*^ W** v£ _ : ;ello» O.aVCoverJwant official* to «*e»iae*th*-.: ? ,>^J '■:* • 



i^"^->::^v : ':,- ; :v. •'-■, : >. ->;-'*-.-■ ..:.:■ : ■■■■■-:"; .-.*'.-:r.,, -.-•.-.:• 

■ -v ;■ 7WC *S % ■■■; "Wjy vwaa ■•tltin one of the terrorists killed by * • .,* ♦ 

s .--.\~ :'"•- *"*H ~ *DRA authorities while in captivity? What inforwrtioa--' 

."* IT - r^- * Vv* f •** *** *• provida be for* hit ^ithrX f ^ : \^2-rz^ 

^ -1-v. - *• * tfcat were ti^ «^ 

- -v' of the fourth terrorist? W*s this individual /! ' :>' ' 
* : ..' • . * actually on* of the Ambassador • s abductors ? . *■ ..•*■.-*; 

% 7. What was the involve-aent of the Soviets in the : 
decision i^ing process in'tiw operation directed 
against the terrorists? 



I. «hy was the D*A not »ore cooperative with 0.5. ^~**- 

Ecbassy officials during the hours immediately ££^~ 

preceding the Ariba as ador's death end with the *>*— 
subsequent Investigation? 

••■ idy "has the DM provided inccsplete, aisiaading 
end inaccurate information to the U.Se Goverceient? 



****** 



To date, there has been no indication that the DKA has any 
intention of providing the necessary cooperation and assistance 
required to resolve these question* • 

In additions Three of the principal Afghan officials 
involved in the Afghan G^* ernsent's actions on February 14 
have been suhsequantly k * lied . Bayed Daoud ?A*D0« , who 
was the Coessandant of Police and directed the action of the 
police frcr^jhis office in the Interior Ministry * was killed i 
in sn intrejparty power struggle at the People f a Palace 
in Kabul oiT^Septeaber 14 , 1973 . tal KOTAryAS, who w*s 
the Kabul Police Chief in charge of police at the hotel and 
who led the forced entry into Poon ii?« was killed in the 
countryside outside Kabul by insurgents about the s»e 
tise« Rafisullah AMIS, who was the foreign . .'Minister /Deputy 
Priase Minister end later the Presidant, w*s hilled in Ksbul 
J» December 27, 1979 during a Soviet invasion of Afghanis tan. ..„ 
.' ';'.''';■. .':;.'"'".■'.■' ,.-' ,: ' : "■:.■:"■-■■'■"■"■' "■■■■•-•-■.■'.'- ..■■■..'!■' ;' ..' ■""."■ ■"„■'■■■".""' —;-■'■■ ■ .--••■- ••.■■.,--■.'.-..-'..'..'"...';':'..'" y 

: ,, .;■'■■'■;'■ '*"■ ■■ ■"■".'.'■" ' .'■ '■':"' ": '/■-... -. , •• ■■■■ . "■'"'"'■. ""' '■ ■■"' ' ■■ ■■■.■.-.■ ** 
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